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3From Safe to Safe
Three robbers struck at least
10 times in the past nine

months, officials say.
3Called to Cartooning

A Pennington Middle School
student draws on the family

pet and pop culture for inspiration.
4Virginia Notebook

Virginia’s leading Democrats
are back from Denver with

mixed reviews.
12Varsity Letter

The vicarious thrill of
Olympic victory is

sending people to the pool.

By Michael Alison Chandler
Washington Post Staff Writer

Virginia test results released last
week showed rising scores in reading
and math in Fairfax County and a
skewed trajectory, as students’ literacy
skills outpaced their computational
abilities.

Overall, the difference is not dra-
matic. In spring, 92 percent of stu-
dents passed the state’s Standards of
Learning reading exams, compared
with 87 percent in math. But in middle
school, the gap was wider. In grades
six and seven, more than 90 percent of
students passed reading tests. Mean-
while, 75 percent of sixth-graders and
72 percent of seventh-graders passed
the math tests.

“Math pass rates are not up to
where they should be,” Fairfax School
Superintendent Jack D. Dale said.

Dale said the school system’s goal of
getting students to take Algebra I by
eighth grade should help math depart-
ments “plan backward” and strengthen
instruction and curriculum leading to
middle school. About half the county’s
eighth-graders take Algebra I. 

For students, moving from the solid
ground of numbers that can be seen
and manipulated to the more theoret-
ical concepts of algebra is a tricky tran-
sition, and many struggle.

Sixth- and seventh-grade SOL math
scores have been a trouble spot since
the exams were introduced in 2006. 

Tests Show
Math Skills
Lagging
Reading
Discrepancy Worst
In Middle School

See SCORES, Page 11

Attendees sampled wines from local
vineyards in a commemorative glass, left,
at the 20th annual Herndon Labor Day
Jazz and Wine Festival. Joyce Frame, 66,
of Fairfax, right, tastes the flavors as she
samples wine from Veramar Vineyards.
Volunteer Daniel Smith, above, pours
samples from Rebec Vineyards, where his
wife works. 

Pour, Sip, Savor
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