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3A Center
For All Ages
Easter Seals’ new

disabilities facility in Silver
Spring fosters interaction
among young and old.

3The Borer War
Maryland scientists
are fighting a tiny

insect that is threatening
the state’s ash trees.

4Dr. Gridlock
A reader questions
Metrorail’s

procedure for dealing with
sick passengers.

6Extra Credit
A proposal to have
high school students

start later has prompted
much unrest.

23Sideline
Report
Quarterback

Mike Mooney, above, and
Wootton take their elevated
game to Clarksburg.

By Leonard Hughes
Special to The Washington Post

The community theater season
opens this month, alive with the
sounds of music, laughter and intel-
lectual discourse, from the hills of
Austria to a place with the dubious
name of Urinetown.

Each weekend this fall and into
the summer, troupes will hope to
lure local audiences away from
multiplexes and big-screen televi-
sions with plays chosen from a vari-

ety of assumptions about what
might appeal to them.

The play selection committee of
Silver Spring Stage chose eight
shows this season related to the
theme of self-discovery, said Bridget
Muehlberger, committee chairwom-
an. Its repertoire opens tomorrow
with “Dinner With Friends,” a dra-
ma that “centers around the crum-
bling of a couple’s marriage and the
effect it has on a group of their
friends,” Muehlberger said.

Muehlberger will direct the com-

pany’s spring play, “Columbinus,”
opening in April, about the 1999
shootings at Columbine High
School in Colorado.

“Columbinus” doesn’t attempt to
re-create the violent events that hor-
rified the nation, Muehlberger said.
“Instead, it examines pressures on
the students involved,” she said.

“What impressed me was that the
playwright went out to Colorado
and interviewed students, teachers
and law enforcement officials to get
a perspective on how such a thing

could happen,” she said.
The venerable Montgomery Play-

house followed a less thematic ap-
proach to choosing its seven of-
ferings this season.

The 79-year-old company, which
helped launch the acting careers of
Goldie Hawn in the 1960s and
George Grizzard in the 1940s, is
also mounting a production of “Din-
ner With Friends.” In contrast, its
season opened last weekend with 

Lizzie (Katie McManus) does a little dance to show her father (Paul Mattocks) that she has a wild side in Kensington Art Theatre’s “110 in the Shade.” 

Curtain Up at Community Theaters
Variety Is the Spice That Local Troupes Use to Bring In Audiences

See THEATER, Page 15

Fall Preview

Montgomery 
South  
20812 Glen Echo
20814 Bethesda
20815 Chevy Chase
20816 Bethesda 
20817 West Bethesda
20818 Cabin John
20850 Rockville
20851 Twinbrook
20852 Pike
20853 Twinbrook 
20854 Potomac
20866 Burtonsville
20868 Spencerville
20895 Kensington
20896 Garrett Park
20901 Woodmoor
20902 Wheaton
20903 Hillendale
20904 Colesville
20905 Colesville
20906 Wheaton 
20910 Blair-Silver Spring
20912 Takoma Park

 Montgomery 
North 
20832 Olney
20833 Brookeville
20837 Poolesville
20838 Barnesville
20839 Beallsville
20841 Boyds
20842 Dickerson
20855 Derwood
20860 Sandy Spring
20861 Ashton
20862 Brinklow
20871 Clarksburg
20872 Damascus
20874 Germantown
20876 Germantown
20877 Gaithersburg
20878 Diamond Farms
20879 Laytonsville
20880 Washington Grove
20882 Gaithersburg
20886 Gaithersburg

Frederick*
21701 Frederick
21702 College Estates
21703 Frederick
21704 Hopeland
21710 Adamstown
21714 Braddock Heights
21716 Brunswick
21717 Buckeystown
21718 Burkittsville
21727 Emmitsburg
21754 Ijamsville
21755 Jefferson
21757 Keymar
21758 Knoxville
21762 Libertytown
21769 Middletown
21770 Monrovia
21771 Mount Airy
21773 Myersville
21774 New Market
21775 New Midway

21777 Point of Rocks
21778 Rocky Ridge
21780 Sabillasville
21788 Thurmont
21790 Tuscarora
21793 Walkersville
21798 Woodsboro

 *Montgomery North includes Frederick

Zip Code Zone designations are subject to change.
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