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By Kristen Mack
Washington Post Staff Writer

Prince William County may have one of the
nation’s toughest enforcement laws against il-
legal immigration, but a recent examination of
largely less stringent measures across the
country found that their impact on communi-
ties is often the same.

Five years ago, immigration enforcement
wasn’t on the radar of most local law enforce-
ment agencies, according to James Pender-
graph, director of state and local coordination
for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment. 

The 287(g) program, which is named for
the section of the law authorizing it and allows
local law enforcement officials to assist ICE in
processing illegal immigrants, was first author-
ized in 1996. Yet the law sat unused for most of
a decade. In 2003 Alabama became the first
state to implement an agreement. 

Only six more agreements were made from
2004 to 2006. The number has jumped since,
with 55 state and local law enforcement agen-
cies entering into agreements. An additional
80 are in the pipeline.

Prince William signed on last summer. Part
of what distinguishes it from other juris-
dictions is that it works with ICE in its jails and

Similar Impacts
Found in Study
Of Immigration
Crackdowns

See IMMIGRATION, Page 6

3New Building Blocks
Manassas teachers look for

innovative skills and techniques.
4Dr. Gridlock

In making driving vs. Metro
comparisons, variables come into play.

11Extra Credit
The admissions process for

D.C. charter schools confuses many.
12Empty Homes

Foreclosures in Virginia have
spiked since July 2007.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL ’08

Woodbridge will go as far as the legs of De’Antwan Williams (No. 34) can carry it. His story, Page 23, is part of a season preview, Pages 21-23.

12 MONTHS
NO INTEREST
NO PAYMENTS

on approved applications

Beautiful Furniture • Great Values • Fast Delivery

2730 Metro Plaza, Woodbridge, VA  22192 *See our inside ad for details.
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Furniture & Mattress


